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What a whirlwind the past few months have been for us! Hope the missing October issue did not 
have too many sitting on the edge of their seats waiting for the next episode of the worm issue! At 
least most of you will have had the opportunity during that time of watching your country transform 
as the long awaited rains filled creeks, dams, waterholes and tanks and turned dusty paddocks into 
lush green growth. I love the beach but you can’ t beat the waves the wind makes in a field of long 
grass! Now we can all remember why we choose to live on the land! We hope the rain continues 
and we all have a wonderful season.  
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from Laurie and Rosemary at Chevredor Boer Goats 
 

 
 
Prices will no doubt be pretty ordinary for a while as supply 
goes through the roof. The complaints from processors 
were loud and long about the unavailability of goats towards 
the end of the winter with many processors in reach of Qld 
breeders reducing the number of kill days. There just aren’t 

enough goats they complain, and yet as we travel around looking for export stock we see 
plenty of wethers at that time of year….just not in market condition. The problem as I see it 
is that the only way to have wethers market ready in the winter months is to feed them and 
you can only afford to do this if you can get better money for them. I did note that the 
Wodonga works was one of the few that reportedly maintained production through the 
winter. They were paying between $3-$3.50/kg and perhaps other processors could have 
a think about whether this price had anything to do with maintaining their supplies. I 
personally know of two western Queensland breeders who shipped their stock straight 
past the Qld and NSW works to get the better money on offer down south.  
Current buyers in Qld include:  
Highchester (Gleneagle) handles small numbers occasionally Ph: 55431350 
Kemp Meats (Sarina) Small turnover of 15-18kg carcasses pays $2/kg Ph: 0427507143 
Kerridale currently paying 90c/kg on the hoof delivered Roma but limited demand till 
January Ph: 46233336 
Pittsworth prefers light carcasses. Last time I checked they were paying $3/kg for 
carcasses less than 8kg and $2.50/kg for 8-12kg carcasses. Ph: 46931866  
Rocky Creek (Tolga NQ) Prefer carcasses over 17kg. Currently paying $2/kg 
Western Exporters (Charleville) No demand till last week in January then probably paying 
.80c/kg delivered Charleville for over 23kg live weight, $5/hd up to 23kg. OTH pricing then 
will be $1.95/kg for carcasses 9-12kg, $2.20/kg for carcasses over 12kg 
Q Goat (see following article) 
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If any readers know of regular buyers in other areas please let us know – even if they only 
handle a small number of animals. 
The new plant being built by Auspac that was reported on in the last issue is still hot news. 
The operation will run on a limited scale in temporary premises for about 10 months while 
the new plant is being built. Goats are being supplied by Q Goat and in my opinion; this is 
the best thing to happen to the domestic meat market in Queensland since Peter Firth 
brought the first Boer Goats over the border. Not only is Auspac producing pre-package 
goat meals but Wayne Heath, the butcher associated with the enterprise, is also producing 
smoked chevon rashers and smoke cured chevon (the goat equivalent of bacon and ham). 
These products were trialed in a recent Food Fair in Sydney with outstanding success.  
Biggenden Abattoir is setting up to do the kills and will be able to handle 1500 goats per 
week when work is complete so Q Goat’s new president, Bert Cairns from Armadown Boer 
Goat Stud in Proston, will have his hands full as this enterprise gathers momentum. 
“Auspac demands a quality, Boer cross, grass fed goat in good condition with a minimum 
carcass weight of 20kg” Bert said. At $2.50/kg, this translates to $50/head + so is finally 
the market most Queensland breeders have been waiting for, where growers actually 
receive a price benefit for a quality product!  Current Q Goat members can handle supply 
at the moment" Bert reported "but growth of the market or seasonal shortages could be an 
opportunity for either new members or independent breeders”. Anyone requiring more 
information about Auspac or Q Goat should contact the publicity officer for Q Goat, Felicity 
Burfitt Ph: 41269180. 
 
Within the goat meat industry there are a number of quiet achievers, people who are 
building the foundations for growth. Their efforts often go unheralded. Q Goat President, 
Bert Cairns, has provided the following information on Wayne Heath. 
A current member and past president of Q Goat, Wayne owns “Complete Meats”  in 
Cheapside Street, Maryborough.  Wayne puts 10-12 goats/week through his butcher shop 
where, as well as the standard cuts, he makes and distributes a variety of delicatessen lines 
including smoked chevon rashers, smoke cured chevon, pepperoni, chevon beersticks etc. 
Wayne also recently held a combined Christmas party and field day on his property.  As 
well as having a beaut BBQ and social gathering those attending had the opportunity to 
hear all about  Auspac’s aims and objectives and had the type of animal the market requires 
clearly identified.  There was a demo of cutting up a prime goat carcass, “hands on”  
condition scoring and a competition to guess the total weight of a pen of three wethers; all 
essential stuff for meat goat breeders to be familiar with. From all reports it was an 
exceptionally good day. A commendable effort and deserving of the appreciation of all in 
the industry!    
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Finalist in the 2005 Southern Qld 
         Exporter Awards 

Chevredor is forging new pathways to South-East Asia for Queensland. 
The stud is also forging stronger links with the commercial side of the 
industry with 

stud and 
crossbred 

animals from 
over 40 Qld 

breeders  
shipped from 
Chevredor in 

2005 
        ________________________________________________________________ 
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Urinary Calculi is a painful condition of wethers and bucks (mostly) 
and if not treated immediately the animal will die. Although briefly 
covered in Traces 4, Debbie Wright of Miles has sent in the 
following information, which she obtained from a stock feed 
company nutritionist, which gives more detail on treatment. I have 
also added some additional information on predisposing conditions 
which need to be identified or the problem will continually recur. 

Predisposing conditions: 
·  High rate of bentonite, calcium, or phosphate in the ground.  
·  Stock being fed concentrate rations and intensively managed.  
·  Barley stubble and wheat stubbles and feed containing sources of estrogen and 

oxalates. 
·  Excessive mineral intake or an imbalance in the calcium: phosphorus ratio in the 

rations or in pastures such as clover or lucerne which can be very high in calcium 
and protein. 

Urinary calculi (kidney stones) can be either acidic or alkaline. A simple ph test will 
determine which type you are dealing with. A ph reading below 5.5 indicates acid stones 
while above the 5.5 range usually up to 7.2 indicate alkaline stones. 
Symptoms: 
Animal will be stretched out trying to urinate with urine barely dripping or not at all. As the 
condition progresses a swelling in front of the scrotum can be seen (hence the common 
name “water belly” . By this time the buck will probably be calling out in pain as he tries to 
urinate.  
Treatment: 
Acidic stones can be broken up using bi-carbonate of soda. Bi-carbonate of soda may be 
given freely for animals to eat at will. 
Alkaline kidney stones are harder to breakup and move but it can be done by using pool 
chlorine or hydrochloric acid to acidify the urine. Pool chlorine can be administered at 
about 1 litre to 1000 litres of water; hydrochloric acid at 20grams per 160 litres water. 
 Prevention: 

·  Adding Ammonium Chloride (cloudy ammonia) or Ammonium Sulphate (lawn 
fertilizer) to the ration will increase the acidity of the urine.�

·  Put handful of salt in water, or feed salt ad lib, to make sure that the animals drink 
plenty of fluids.�

In an emergency 
It is best for this procedure to be carried out by a vet but if the bladder is very distended and 
likely to rupture, you don’ t have a lot of time to save the animal. We have managed this 
procedure successfully. You will need someone to hold the buck still and someone else to 
force the penis to extend. Use gauze or something similar to grab on to the urethral process 
(the bit on the end of the penis that allows the buck to spray urine) and cut it off flush with 
the end of the penis with a pair of scissors. Because this process is very narrow, removing it 
may allow the release of sufficient urine to prevent rupture of the bladder and give you a bit 
more time for other treatments to take effect.�
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There is an old story about three blind men who came upon an elephant 
for the first time.  
The first blind man approached the elephant from the front and siezed 
on to its trunk. “Aha” he cried “ the elephant is like a huge snake!”  
The second blind man approached the elephant from the front and his 
outstretched hands encountered the animal’s leg “No, you are 
mistaken” he argued “ the elephant is like a tree!: 
The third blind man ran into the elephant’s side. “You are both wrong”  
he said “ the elephant is like a house”. 
Passers by shook their heads as the three blind men argued into the 
night. 

Moral: You can draw some pretty stupid conclusions if you only have some of the facts. OR 
             Be careful getting your information from someone with limited vision! 
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There are many reasons why Drenches fail; the most obvious is because the parasites we 
are targeting have become resistant to the chemicals being used against them.  
However, failure may not always be due to drench resistance. In some instances it is the 
quality or potency of the drench that causes the failure. 
I recall one instance of a fellow who purchased a number of goats. The vendor was getting 
out of goats so he also presented the new owner with a half bottle of Panacur, which he had 
used over the previous few years. It was a couple of years past the use by date but ‘wormer 
is pretty expensive you know’  so our new owner was pleased with the windfall. The wormer 
had been kept out in the garden shed subject to the temperature fluctuation of the North 
Queensland summer. But, rather than toss it out and waste maybe $15 worth of dodgy 
product our new owner continued to use the product to worm his goats. He continued on 
with this false sense of security until his goats started to die. The problem ‘could not be 
worms’  because he had a worming strategy in place but post mortem of the third dead goat 
confirmed the cause. Hundreds of $’s worth of goats lost to worms because he did not want 
to waste some old out of date product. ‘Wormer is pretty expensive you know’ . 
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He probably would have lost them anyway because Panacur (Fenbendazole) has very little 
efficacy against Barbers Pole Worm ((Haemonchus contortus) but that is another story. 
Look after your drench, keep it cool and out of sunlight, most drenches are denatured by 
extreme temperatures and UV radiation. We had a couple of sheep once and organized for a 
shearer to come and remove their overcoats, he was pretty switched on and as part of the 
service he would also worm the animals, no extra charge. He dragged out some Ivomec in a 
clear plastic soft drink bottle from behind the seat of the ute where I imagine it was 
permanently kept, and proceeded to explain to me the value of a drench with this ‘beaut 
new wormer’   I dare say it would have been useless. 
There are other reasons why drenches fail but make sure it is not because of the quality of 
the drench being used. ‘Drenches are expensive you know’ , so all the more reason to store 
them correctly. 
                                        

Why do Drenches Fail? I I  
Drenches fail because: 

1. The parasites targeted have become resistant to the chemicals being used against 
them. 

2. The quality of the drench used is poor as a result of bad management, poor 
storage, out of date product, exposure to heat and UV etc. 

Administration of the drug is another area for concern with respect to Anthelmintic 
efficacy. The obvious problems are easily understood. You subdue the struggling goat, 
force 20mls of yukky stuff into its mouth with an old plastic syringe the Vet gave you last 
year and the goat promptly shakes its head and spits most of the juice back in your face. It 
obviously has not received the correct dose but how much did it get? “Oh lets give her 
another half a dose that should do her” , sound familiar? What the hell, give her a whole 
dose, most wormers are safe at 2x the recommended dose. 
In fact this is a good place to point out that the recommended dose on most drenches used 
for goats is the recommended dose for sheep not goats, and as we know goats ain’ t sheep! It 
is well documented that drug metabolism and excretion differ markedly in goats and sheep. 
Goats metabolize much faster than sheep, which suggests that the drench may not be in 
contact with the parasite for sufficient time at a sufficiently high dose to do the job. This 
may require a higher dose rate in goats and consideration should be given to using 1 ½ - 2 x 
the recommended sheep dose for goats. 
Returning to administration of the drench, I suggest that if you are still using the old plastic 
syringe toss it out. Spend $25 and buy a proper oral drencher with the correct brass nozzle. 
This allows you to deposit the drench in the correct place at the back of the tongue and 
decreases the chance of wearing it yourself. 
This leads us to a consideration of the Oesophageal Groove Reflex. The Oesophageal 
groove allows milk to bypass the rumen and be deposited directly into the abomasum. The 
sucking reflex in young ruminants stimulates functioning of the groove. As the animal ages 
and rumen develops the efficiency of the groove is reduced but it may still 
be stimulated in older animals if the dose is large, the dose is given slowly or the dose is 
deposited at the front of the mouth. 
If the drug is deposited directly into the abomasum, it is absorbed faster and is excreted 
sooner. This may result in the drug being in contact with the parasite for insufficient time at 
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insufficient concentration to be effective. If the drug is deposited in the rumen it remains in 
the gut for longer, is in contact with the parasite longer and may be more effective. 

 
Generally, this is more important in the drugs that interfere with nutrition of the parasites 
and must be maintained above critical levels, compared with those drugs that paralyze the 
worms relatively quickly and result in them being passed out of the body. 

 
So get a proper  drencher , use the cor rect quantity of drench, and try to put it in the 
correct spot. 
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The Queensland branch of the BGBAA instituted an annual award 
for a member who has made a contribution to the industry. 
Nominations were accepted from members all over the state and 
the winner was announced at the AGM. 
We are delighted to join with the BGBAA members in 
congratulating Kelly and Sue Wenk from Nanango. 
Overcoming difficulties that would make lesser folk throw the towel 
in, Kelly and Sue have not only bred and shown a quality line of 
Boer stock but have assisted other breeders and worked tirelessly 
to promote the breed. They are a credit to the industry and an                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
example to us all. 

Congratulations also to Kathi Mitchell who came up with the idea for the 
award. 

 
Do you want to hold a field day? 
The Commercial Portfolio of BGBAA (Boer Goat Association) has a big focus on field days 
this year. Funding and assistance with organizing is available.  For more information, 
contact: 
Qld Commercial Portfolio holder Jim Wright 46271368 wyona@bigpond.com.au or 
Commercial Director Laurie Bere-Streeter 46658130 chevredor@chevredor.net  
 
 


