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Annual General meeting of Taro 
Growers Australia, 30th October 
2006 
held at the Wet Tropics Research Centre of 
the DPI&F, South Johnstone, and beginning 
at 7:15 PM 
 
Present:  
7 members present  
 
Apologies: P.Salleras 
 
Minutes: 
 The Minutes of  the General Meeting held 
on 7th August 2006 were read by the 
Secretary. 
 
Matters Arising from Minutes: 
Secretary gave a brief summary of events 
and correspondence to date concerning 
AQIS, Biosecurity Australia and the import 
taro.  
 
MOTION that the minutes are an accurate 
report of the meetings on 7 August 2006. 
Moved K.Lake, seconded J.Doyle. 
PASSED. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Balance as at 07/05/06 $508.56 
Audit Expense      $220.00 
Subs & Fees            $60.00 
Balance as at 30/10/06 $348.56 
MOTION that the Treasurer’s Report be 
accepted.  Moved S.Phillips, seconded 
K.Lake PASSED  
 
 
 

 
Nominations 
Nominations were put forward for executive 
positions 
PRESIDENT: Rod Hourston  was nominated by 
Ken Lake 
TREASURER: John Doyle was nominated ny 
Rod Hourston 
SECRETARY: Sam Phillips was nominated by 
Ken Lake 
Positions were accepted by the nominated parties. 
Seconded animously by all present.  
 
General Business: 
There was discussion on the registration of 
chemicals for use in taro. Currently taro could be 
assumed part of the Asian foods sector. The 
registered chemicals in this category have a 
limited if not detrimental effect in taro production. 
i.e Glysophates is the only herbicide permitted 
which taro is extremely sensitive to. 
There has been moves by the APVMA to 
acknowledge and allow the contributers of minor 
crop industries, such as taro,  to put forward  
recommendations for minor crop use. 
 
Rod brought to our attention the practice of 
residual testing done on produce. His taro was 
tested and found to have residues of a chemical 
that he has never used on his crop. It led to the 
discussion of the practice of  the monitoring 
agencies (e.g Freshcare MRL) relying on the 
market for samples. It is the market agent that 
informs of what sample belongs to what grower. 
This can lead to errors as in Rods case where it is 
not uncommon for the markets to mix the contents 
of boxes. 
Prior practice, was for the monitoring bodies to 
access samples directly from the farm. This was 
moved from farm samples, to that of the markets 
as the monitoring agencies felt this was a more 
indiscriminate means of acquiring samples. 
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Concerns were raised on the merits of certification and 
costs, if a grower was subject to such oversights. 
 
There was discussion on how cyclone Larry  
affected crop production. Some corms broke fine feeder 
roots which led to infections entering the corm causing 
rots. Stressed plants matured early with smaller corms. 
Also was the extended wet period which deferred planting 
for a number of months. 
 
 

 
MEETING ENDED  8.30 pm 
 
Signed Secretary 
Sam Phillips 
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http://www.aciar.gov.au/web.nsf/att/ACIA-
6RC955/$file/Taro%20protection%20Partners%20Aut%2006%
20PDF%20files-2.pdf 
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From: <Mark.Traynor@nt.gov.au> 
 To: "Sam" <sphil@iprimus.com.au> 
 Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2006 1:48 PM 
 Subject: Chinese taro 
  
Hi Sam, 
 
Following the information we recieved from TGA 
regarding the shipment of Chinese import taro to the NT, 
our officers have visited TV farms and observed boxes of 
and recently planted areas of imported "small corm taro".  
 
 A good rapport exists with the grower and this taro 
planting will continue to be monitored for any pest or          
disease occurrence. 
 
 regards, 
 Mark. 
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The inspectors regularly ask if there are any technical or 
production problems on their clients' properties (and then refer 
the problem to the extension officers), so it is not unusual to 
assist in this way. 
 
 I also intend to accompany them at some stage when the taro is 
up and growing with my horticulture extension hat on to see if 
they have any agronomic problems with their taro crop. 
  
Regards, 
 Mark. 
 

 
<Jeff.Daniells@dpi.qld.gov.au>                                      
To: <Mark.Traynor@nt.gov.au>                
Sent: 30/08/2006 08:51 AM                                               
    
Subject:  FW: Chinese taro in Northern Territory  
                                                                        
 
 Hi Mark 
 Could you please clarify what is meant/intended exactly by 
'monitoring'? 
 
 Thanks  
  Regards 
  Jeff Daniells 
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----- Original Message -----  
From: <Mark.Traynor@nt.gov.au> 
To: "Daniells, Jeff" <Jeff.Daniells@dpi.qld.gov.au> 
Cc: "Sam" <sphil@iprimus.com.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2006 3:50 PM 
Subject: Re: FW: Chinese taro in Northern Territory 
 
Hi Jeff, 
 
 Our NT quarantine inspectors visit all NT mango packing and 
transport operations on a regular basis throughout the season as 
part of the ICA arrangements  and TV Farms is included.  
 
These guys have been briefed on the taro pest and disease issues 
that we are concerned about and although their visits are not  
related to the taro planting, they can conduct casual observations 
while on the farm.   
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  1) That the block of taro in question be officially inspected by 
a  qualified plant pathologist who knows what the issues are, at           
intervals  agreed to by stakeholders, for the presence of pests & 
diseases (to be  designated by stakeholders?) and samples 
collected for laboratory  testing as required to do this properly 
and timely reports prepared and  circulated to TGA and other 
relevant stakeholders. 
 
2) That a protocol (agreed to by the stakeholders)be developed 
and implemented immediately to ensure that both the grower 
and inspectors/visitors don't inadvertently spread any potential 
pests & diseases off the farm.  
  
Our involvement with AQIS and  Biosecurity Australia hasn't 
left our association with any great deal of confidence in their 
ability, to handle or appropriately address taro related  
pest/disease issues. 
 
 I'll forward you further correspondence and evidence by which 
you may see our point of view.  
 
With Regards 
Sam Phillips 
  
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
www.tarogrowers.vze.com 
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13 September 2006 
  
Hi Mark, 
  
Thank you for your interest in our taro issues. I have included 
email attachments ( Chinese Import in NT-nb.eml) that pertain to 
Chinese import small corm taro being planted in Darwin. From 
what I understand this taro was brought into Australia by Frank 
Nguyen of TV Farms, Sydney Markets. It was brought in for the 
purpose of 'Human Consumption ' as per AQIS ICON conditions: 
(Underlined are hyperlinks to AQIS ICON database) 
 
 Taro tubers - Fresh  = All countries =Human consumption 
 
Being used as propagative material would indicate a breach of 
this, as planting material is conditioned as below 
 
Colocasia esculenta  = All countries = Nursery stock 
Colocasia esculenta  = All countries = Seeds for sowing 
 
For your reference if needed : Colocasia esculenta is the generic 
species taro, of which:  
Colocasia esculenta var. esculenta is large corm taro (also known 
as the dasheen type) 
Colocasia esculenta var.antiquorum is small corm taro (also 
known as eddoe type). 
  
  
In a nutshell, 2 pallets were sent up from Sydney using "Scarcella 
Transport" to Berry Springs, Darwin, NT. It has recently being 
planted. Obviously, there are pest/disease threats present, 
exuberated by the fact also, that this taro was unsold and of poor 
condition. 
 
Our concerns are: 
  
Predominantly quarantine issues, some very serious pests & 
diseases could potentially be present. These pests and diseases 
might take a either/or a short/long time to become obvious and so 
not be easily detected.  
We would like assurances if possible, as to quarantine issues with 
regards to the inspection and monitoring.(i.e Taro beetle is 3-4 
months from egg until pupation, of which it may fly off to 
neighbouring areas) 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  Stuart.Smith@nt.gov.au  
To: Sam  
Cc: Mark.Traynor@nt.gov.au ; kevin.langham@aqis.gov.au ; 
Ian.Kilduff@nt.gov.au ; James.Swan@nt.gov.au  
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2006 4:59 PM 
Subject: Taro planted in the NT 
 
Dear Sam,  
 
Mark Traynor has passed on your email to him of 04 September 
2006 concerning the above to me for answer.  
 
The NT responded appropriately to a reported potential 
biosecurity risk from small corm taro planting material entering  
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our jurisdiction initiated by reports from yourself that such 
material was likely to be forwarded from NSW for propogation in 
the Territory.   Myself, as the NT Chief Plant Health Manager 
contacted the local AQIS office in Darwin in early August 2006 
 to enquire about import conditions linked to future authorised or 
unauthorised propagation of taro material.  I was referred to the 
ICON website.  The ICON Condition C6066 (as printed on 03 
August 06) prohibits entry of fresh taro tubers of Colocasia 
esculenta  var. antiquorum into Australia.   
 
We considered it unlikely therefore that the taro rumoured to be 
about to enter the NT would be from an overseas source. 
 
However, our quarantine officers identified and visited the 
property on which the taro is now growing and have established a 
rapport with the personnel working on that property.  They have 
also spoken to the probable owners of the growing crop and who 
are the probable owners of the property.   
 
The owners  advised that the crop was of small corm taro.  During 
these contacts, the quarantine officers gained agreement for them 
to inspect the taro crop during it's growing phase with the aim of 
identifying any potential pest,, disease or agronomic problems 
and thus assist them to grow quality produce for eventual sale. 
 

  If required, we would request that Mark Traynor assist them in 
this activity as part of his general extension duties to promote the 
commercial cultivation of this crop in the NT.  
 
We would be prepared to discuss the situation with AQIS 
officers.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
ESC Smith  
 
Chief Plant Health Manager  
Division of Biosecurity and Product Integrity  
Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines,  
PO Box 3000  
DARWIN.  Northern Territory  0801  
AUSTRALIA.  
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To: Stuart.Smith@nt.gov.au  
Cc: Mark.Traynor@nt.gov.au ; kevin.langham@aqis.gov.au ; 
Ian.Kilduff@nt.gov.au ; James.Swan@nt.gov.au  
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2006 10:13 AM 
Subject: Fw: Taro planted in the NT 
 
19 September 2006 
  
Dear Stuart,  
Thank you for your email. I am surprised at the view that you 
choose, pertaining to the small corm taro being planted in 
Darwin and I quote:  
"We considered it unlikely therefore that the taro rumoured to 
be about to enter the NT would be from an overseas source."   
 
Apart from the fact, that the taro in question is already there, 
this sort of negligence is what causes quarantine problems in 
Australia. Small corm taro was suspended at 23 May 2006 with 
the issue of PQA0482 by AQIS. This particular consignment 
was brought into the country prior to that. It is the remains of 
unsold small corm taro brought in from China, under the AQIS 
Conditions C6106,  for the purposes of 'Human consumption'. 
 
It was chosen by the importer to plant this unsold taro, in the 
associated property in Darwin. Obviously, this taro, because of 
its age and condition, was unfit for human consumption. If you 
choose to refer to AQIS ICON C10120 for the conditions of 
propogative material, Colocasia esculenta  you might learn 
something.  It certainly was not brought into Australia after May 
23 2006 or August 4,  for any of the reasons that you infer.  
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'uninformed' by any, in a position such as yours, if an outbreak 
does occur, by sheer negligence. 
 
I and many others, look forward to your response 
  
Warm Regards 
Sam Phillips               Secretary,  Taro Growers Australia 
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  I have also included an excerpt from Mark Traynors email to me 
of 29 August 2006 
...our officers have visited TV farms and observed boxes of and 
recently planted areas of imported "small corm taro". This 
appears rather contradictory to your belief, derived from the 
inscriptions of an AQIS ICON database. I don't know whether 
'imported' has entered your perception, perhaps you may wish to 
verify for me, your version of the meaning of the word  'imported' 
and how it applies to 'boxes' and 'planted areas' of this 
observation?  
 
I have every reason to believe Mark Traynor has acted 
appropriately, and to the best of his ability as a horticultural 
extension officer.  
  
Your advisement of ".thus assist them to grow quality produce for 
eventual sale.."  and "...that Mark Traynor assist them in this 
activity as part of his general extension duties to promote the 
commercial cultivation of this crop in the NT." speaks of a 
deplorable oversight, and assurances, to the quarantine nature of 
this planting. I have serious reservations to your ability to 
recognise and instruct,  to such  officers as Mark Traynor in this 
situation, and of course, assurances to our association. 
  
I have forwarded these issues to AQIS Compliance and 
Investigations in Canberra. It does appear you have very little 
understanding of quarantine issues and I will strongly suggest the 
matter is dealt with by somebody who knows about it. Taro beetle 
can pupate within 3-4 months and fly off to neighbouring 
properties. These beetles live in the soil during this period, 
undetected by casual observation. Disease detection also requires 
appropriate diagnosis before spores etc are transmitted naturally 
or by external means. i.e Planthoppers with Alomae disease. I 
assume this planting is in an established horticultural area. The 
risk of these pest/diseases stands to have a unknown impact, 
based on the diversity of the horticultural industry in Australia. 
  
You also need to address all this "probable  owners" dribble and 
deal with the real facts, of who the actual owners are and what 
they stand for. 
  
I would also further like to inform you, your email and response 
is being sent to numerous media outlets, politicians, members of 
the WTO, United Nations, the World Bank, leaders of the south 
Pacific as well as to the many interested persons/parties in 
Australia and the Pacific. I assure you that without any hint of 
suggested 'probabilities',  your next step is being closely 
monitored  . There is absolutely no way, that  for any notion or 
reason , this event could be passed off as 'unknown' or   

 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
To: sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2006 3:15 PM 
Subject: RE: Taro Growers: Taro planted in the NT 
 
Sam, 
  
Thank you for your e-mail.  AQIS Compliance & Investigations 
have conducted an assessment of the information you provided 
and commenced an investigation.   
  
Whilst we are only in the initial stages, the key to proving this 
matter will be establishing evidence to show that the taro that 
was imported for human consumption is in fact the same taro 
that has been planted out in the NT.  In order to do that, we will 
need witnesses or documentary evidence to assist us. 
  
Any additional information you have, or are aware of, that 
would assist us to establish this connection would be greatly 
appreciated. 
  
I will keep you advised of any developments 
  
Regards  
Mark Livermore�
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
To: sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2006 2:59 PM 
Subject: Allegation re Taro 
 
Sam, 
  
Further to previous emails on this matter.  AQIS Compliance & 
Investigations, conducted inquiries in the Northern Territory last 
week.  A botanist and entomologist were also in attendance and 
conducted an inspection of a farm site.   As a result of that 
inspection, it was determined that at this time, there is no disease 
or pest issue of concern. When a full briefing on the matter has 
been provided to me, I will advise you of the outcome. 
  
If you have any inquiries, please contact me 
  
Regards 
  
Mark Livermore 
 
 
���
��"� ,����������(���
�$��,��
�$�&������$��	����
 �#��������
��� �������������������%�#������
��-
�
"�

��	�
�����
���0������� ����������
���	�
�,��
�� �
�
��&������� �
��
�
����������	�����������
 

 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2006 4:04 PM 
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro 
 
27 October 2006 
  
Hi Mark,  
Thank you for your email. I spent some time deliberating on a 
response to your message. I think it would be wise at this 
point, to recieve the full briefing  and go from there. 
  
I have decided to include our last newsletters for your perusal. It 
may help you to make an informed decision, as I believe you 
should be aware what the situation has been and is. I have sent 
you my response to Stuart Smith, Chief Plant Officer of 
Northern Territory DPIF&M on 19 September 2006.  
  
It is by this, I wish to express, my comments of our audience 
being of the WTO, United Nations, Leaders of the Pacific etc 
etc is by no means a joke.  

 
I am sure after you have read our last newsletter of my 
correspondences to Parliament and the incurring events at the 
Pacific Forum in Fiji last week, that the spotlight is somewhat 
focused, by whom, I speak of, on how this taro affair is being 
handled. 
  
I do wish, also to add this thought. It is a common advisement 
to people of your position, that personal opinions should be 
separated by the protocols of a profession. i.e. A lawyer must 
represent a criminal regardless of what the lawyer personally 
believes. However, this misconception is shattered upon any 
incarceration, by any shape or form. The actions of a profession 
directly encroaches upon the personal life of that person, 
whether by media, imprisonment, guilt or whatever. This is 
where the 'reform' of the individual, severely takes place, of 
whom, and what to believe in. 
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I hope I haven't given you an untoward impression. My purpose is 
to, as I have mentioned, to give you the basis of an 'informed 
decision' , lay the cards on the table, so to speak, and also give 
some idea of the efforts we have put, into trying to rectify the 
failings of our industry, by those concerned. 
  
Thank you Mark,  
Look forward to hearing from you, 
  
With regards  
Sam Phillips 
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
www.tarogrowers.vze.com 
 

 
take too long, for the failings and incompetence of AQIS, to 
allow  in, what they have suspended, despite the reassuring 
acclamations  from your Cabinet Ministers. 
 
Naturally, there are two avenues, pertaining to the course of 
action. Mine and yours. I do wish to let you know that the 
predicted response of AQIS, is for the onus to be placed on us to 
'prove' of the origins of this taro, despite the overwhelming 
evidence that is  written all over the box.  I eagerly anticipate 
these methods of denial, as it would only serve to amuse the 
recipients of my audience as to the bumbling incapacity of  
departmental affairs and quarantine.  
  
While on this note, regarding the inspection by your 
department, of small corm imported taro, being planted in the 
Northern Territory in your last email (October 23 2006). I have 
evidence put forward to me, to suggest, that there was no 
mention of a pathologist, and the two specialists used, are not 
qualified to make comment on the presence of plant diseases. 
  
Anyways, we both have work to do and in this instance, the 
challenge being, ... who gets there first. 
  
I eagerly look forward,  by the given opportunity, of your 
response, ....that may, further my amusement. 
  
  Warm Regards 
  
Sam Phillips 
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
www.tarogrowers.vze.com 
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From:  Sam  
To: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2006 9:53 AM 
Subject: Taro Growers: Imported Small Corm Taro in Oz 
 
 Hi Mark,  
I wish to bring to your attention a consignment of small corm taro 
(Colocasia esculenta var. antiquorum ) imported from China, by 
Grand Asia Produce Melbourne, that is currently available on the 
Sydney and Melbourne markets. I have included photos of these 
items. I am rather pleasured by the fact, that it didn't appear, to  
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There is no prohibition on small corms (eg daughter corms) of 
Colocasia esculenta var esculenta. 

Yours sincerely 

 Mike Robbins 

Manager, Plant Quarantine 
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Mike.Robbins@aqis.gov.au  
To: sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2006 3:10 PM 
Subject: Taro 
 
Dear Mr Phillips 
  

I refer to your Email to Mark Livermore of 16 November 2006. 
Thank you for providing advice of the presence of small taro in 
the Sydney and Melbourne markets, and for providing 
photographs of packaging and taro. AQIS is currently 
investigating these importations. 

Please be aware that the current import conditions for taro 
prohibit the importation of Colocasia esculenta var antiquorum, 
and require a declaration from the National Plant Protection 
Organisation of the exporting country that the consignment 
contains Colocasia esculenta var esculenta and not Colocasia 
esculenta var antiquorum.  
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Ann McDonald 
Secretary to Minister of Agriculture,Forestry and Fisheries 
  
Dear Ann, 
  
I thought I'd send you recent details concerning incidents 
involving AQIS . You did invite me to let you know if there was 
any trouble. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Warm Regards  
Sam Phillips 
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
 
From:  Sam  
To: Mike.Robbins@aqis.gov.au  
Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2006 10:38 AM 
Subject: Taro Growers Australia: Taro Loopholes 
 
 23 November 2006  
Dear AQIS, 
  
Further to Mike Robbins claims of "...There is no prohibition on 
small corms (eg daughter corms) of Colocasia esculenta var 
esculenta." in his email to me of  Friday 17 November 2006,  and 
the recent media release of AQIS spokesman Carson 
Creagh, I quote   "....  There's no problems on imports of small or 
daughtercorms of large-cormed  taro" 
  
In relation to these comments, I have evidence, presented before 
me, that states from AQIS ICON Import Condition C6016:  
"2.b “ The tubers have been inspected and are topped and free 
from all foliage including petiole bases, and free from sprouting 
suckers and attached daughter corms, and are free from soil.”  

Thus small side corms of large corm taro are also banned! 
Therefore by your own inscriptions ....totally illegal.   

Now ... What ....Are you going to say??? 

Sam Phillips                            Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
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Public Quarantine Alert  PQA0501 

  

Changed Import Permit Conditions for Fresh Taro from All 
Countries 

Regional Officers, Importers and Brokers should be advised that 
the importation requirements for fresh taro for human 
consumption have been changed effective from 30 November 
2006. Changes are in response to the current prohibition on the 
small taro variety (Colocasiaesculenta var. antiquorum). 

Permitted imports of fresh taro for human consumption must 
comply with the morphological characteristics 
of Colocasiaesculenta var. esculenta: 

· be at least 15cm long and/or, 
· at least 7cm in diameter at the widest point, and 
· at least 300g in weight, and· free of lateral buds or 
shoots, and 
· lack ‘shaggy’ hairs 

Existing phytosanitary certification arrangements remain 
unchanged. 

  Consignments certified prior to 30 November 2006 will be 
inspected and if the AQIS inspectors suspected the taro to be of 
the non permitted variety Colocasia esculenta var antiquorum, 
then the consignments of taro must be rejected. 

 

 
From:  Sam  
To: plantbiosec@daff.gov.au  
Cc: joanna.hewitt@daffa.gov.au ; Mike.Robbins@aqis.gov.au  
Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2006 10:33 AM 
Subject: Taro Growers: Public Quarantine Alert on Dr Bill 
 
 Waste ...of time 
AQIS 
5 December 2006 
  
Public Quarantine Alert  PQA0501  
 This is unacceptable.  

If you cannot tell the difference between large and small corm 
taro by lifting the lid of the box, then this declaration is worthless. 
If you wish to split hairs, then you must identify and  
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differentiate between  the left and the right cut with as much 
ease as the small and large corm variety of taro. 
  
If the small size of the  'large corm  variety' taro is prohibited, 
what is the reason that you allow the large taro of the same, 
'large corm variety'? 
  
Finally, this declaration speaks only of politics. It does not 
address that of biosecurity. It is by this, you have once again 
...hung yourselves.  
  
Waste ...my time 
Sam                         Secretary Taro Growers, Australia 
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