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————— Original Message -----

From: Sam

To: joanna.hewitt@daffa.gov.au

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 7:02 AM
Subject: Taro Growers: Fresh Rotten Taro Flesh

15 December 2006
AQIS,

Found on Sydney Market floor last Friday (8 Decentz06)
as per PQA0501.

If any fool.. like myself.. can tell ...in a blurthat this is.. the
rotten small corm variety of taro.. =~ What ddesttsay about
AQIS ???

bah..
Secretary Taro Growers Australia
www.tarogrowers.vze.com
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER
FOR AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY

Mr Saim Phillips
Secretary

Taro Growers Australis
'O Box 620

GORDONVALE QLD 4863 18 DEC 2006

Dear Mr Phillips

Thank you for your email of 21 November 2006 for Agricultre, Fisheries and Forestry,
concerning import conditions for taro. Minister MeGauran has asked me to reply on his behalf.

Lam advised by the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service that the import conditions for
taro have been changed wilth effect from 30 November 2006, The changes impose stze and weight
restrictions in addition to the existing requirements that prohibit importation of Celocasia
esculenta var. antiguorem (small corm taro). The size and weight restrictions may prevent
importation of some small corms of permitted Cofocasia exculenta var. esenlenta (large corm taro)
but will strengthen measures to prevent the importation of small corm taro.

Thunk you again for bringing vour concerns to the Minister's attention,

Yours sincerely

/(.\_ ---..»._._\._:) ‘J"\-—"‘--_o_,(\‘
Ann McDonald '
Semor Adviser

Parliament Houose, Canberra ACT 2600 Tel: (02) 6277 7520 Fax: (02) 6273 4120
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“As elected co-ordinator by the group of approxieha
20 small corm taro growers, plus approximately 50
employees who used to be employed for 6 to 9 marfthe
the year harvesting and packing the crop plus 1109'$
of thousands we invested in machinery to harvesdt an
prepare the crop for market. We feel we would tikene
answers to some questions.

Is it not the job of AQIS to protect Australia fraime risk
of pest and disease from other Countries?

Why can't AQIS track down the paperwork for the
consignment of the imported Taro? through either
the:importers paperwork, shippings paperwork oryou
own paperwork. Every imported consignment needs
paperwork done.

What evidence do we need to make AQIS listen to us”

Why were we as farmers encouraged to grow this croy
through a Government Project that paid out alohohey
to a large group of Scientists from Central Quesrd|
Uni, DPI staff and, told us it was a good crop witige
potential. Only to find out a year or two after @ing this
crop, to find fresh Small Corm Taro Imports fromiizh

No one seems to be able in AQIS, Bio Security er th
Minister McGauran's Office to answer the questibn o
how Small Corm Taro was arriving here without & ris
assessment been done before this material arrved i
Australia?

Mike Robbins spoke to me regarding threats by irtipgr
agents to sue AQIS for loss of income. | woule jjou
to seriously consider our position as farmer's Wwaee so
much invested in machinery which is not suitableufge
on other crops.
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| would still like a satisfactory answer from AQi$at the
difference between a Traveller at an airport, showrhe
Border Security program having Small Corm Taroesjz
yet AQIS was allowing it in by the container loadtse
docks?

The cheap imports from China are being dumped en th

Australian Market, thus making it unviable for wesdto
sell our crop.

As for this review on Taro that is being undertgiestill

encourage AQIS or Bio Security to take our offed aome

and see Taro grown here as | feel unless you ave t

experience in growing the crop you do not fully ersfand

it
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AQIS has fully investigated the allegation that wizede. The
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions hadueated
the evidence available and has determined tha ther
insufficient evidence to support a prosecution.laf the
accused is innocent until proven guilty.

AQIS and Biosecurity Australia have reviewed the
arrangements in place that regulate the importatfdraro into
Australia. | understand that Minister McGauranféce
provided you with advice (letter dated 7 Decemt@i&),
outlining that those arrangements have been stiengt.

Thank you for raising your concerns with AQIS.

————— Original Message -----

From: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au

To: sphil@iprimus.com.au

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 1:58 PM
Subject: RE: Allegation re Taro

Mr Phillips,

| am writing to advise you of the outcome of indgérby AQIS
Compliance and Investigations into a matter yoseiby email
on the 13 September 2006 regarding imported taro.
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Original Message
From: Sam

% & E

To: Mark.Livermore @affa.gov.au
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 3:11 PM
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro

Dear Mark,

Thank you for your email and the brief of the AQiSestigation
regarding the Northern Territory taro.

While we appreciate the notification of the ledaltgs regarding
the taro in question, our primary concern is tHgiaiential
biosecurity/quarantine threats to our industry. diterecieve
notification of changes to Import conditions PQAQ38y Ann
McDonald of 7 December 2006, however, there has bee
satisfactory indication, of whether the NT tarajurestion, has
been destroyed or remains in situ as a currenivatitin.

On the 15th January 2007, Leo Burgoyne spoke to Ann
Backhouse, Secretary to Minister of Agricultureshieries and
Forestry, Mr Peter McGauran. She told Leo the N ta
qguestion had been destroyed. As she was new fodsérher
direct involvement with this investigation, was dagant on what
AQIS officials had told her. Upon the request ofiftanation and
the relevant issues pertaining to this matter, Almose to refer an
AQIS officer to handle Leo's enquiry. Greg WilsaifAQIS later

Original Message
From: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au

To: sphil@iprimus.com.au

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 8:57 AM
Subject: RE: Allegation re Taro

Sam,

As previously outlined, AQIS has fully investigateua:
allegation that was made. The Commonwealth Direafto
Public Prosecutions has evaluated the evidencéablaand
has determined that there is insufficient evidetcgupport a
prosecution. If any additional information comedight to
indicate a breach of quarantine legislation, wé rgWiew the
matter at that time.

Regards

called Leo and claimed the NT taro in question imgfact, small
clumps of large corm taro, therefore, not considerecessary, of

any further action. To his knowledge, the planisretmain in the
soil as a cultivation.This appeared a rather esddltection,
especially after Mark Traynor's observation and@aun concerns
as to the origins of this planting.

As you can see, there been rather conflicting amfusing
statements released, regarding the present corafittis crop.

| am sure you can understand that as an assogciaimnpotential
biosecurity threats to our industry are of a priynaoncern.

We would greatly appreciate, any indications fréw mature of
this investigation, the outcomes pertaining towledibeing of the
NT taro plantation in question.

Thank you for your consideration
Warm Regards

Sam Phillips
Secretary Taro Growers Australia

From: Sam

To: Mark.Livermore @affa.gov.au

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:15 PM
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro

Dear Mark,

Thank you for your response. It appears to be some
misunderstanding as to the question | have putdodvwo you.
| will endeavour to keep it simple and ask:

As a result of the investigation by AQIS, regardihg alleged
small corm imported taro from China, being cultagitn the
Northern Territory, was the taro in question

a) destroyed?

b) left as a marketable cultivation?

I hope this may perhaps make the task easier kglgim
selecting either a) or b).
Thank you kindly for your assistance

Warm Regards

Sam Phillips Secretary Tarov@&s Australia
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----- Original Message -----

From: Wayne.Terpstra@agqis.gov.au

To: sphil@iprimus.com.au

Cc: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au

Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 10:12 AM
Subject: FW: Allegation re Taro

Mr Phillips,

As explained in the previous email from Mr LiverreapAQIS
conducted a full investigation of the allegatiohattyou put
forward in accordance with required legal and itigasive
protocols. The evidence gathered was forwardeldeo t
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions (tfizP®@). The

CDPP determined that there was insufficient evidem@ilable to

prove an offence against any person or entity. JBeP also
advised that there was insufficient evidence toero the
required standard that the taro alleged to be grgpwh the
property in the NT was in fact imported.

At law the accused is innocent until proven guiR@IS is
therefore unable to provide a response to yourtiues

Wayne Terpstra

National Manager

Compliance & Investigations

Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service
Ph: 02 62724226

Fax: 02 62724256

————— Original Message -----

From: Sam

To: Wayne.Terpstra@agqis.gov.au

Cc: Mark.Livermore @affa.gov.au

Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2007 9:50 PM
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro

Dear Mr's Terpstra and Livermore

Thank you for your reply of March 6th 2007. It appefrom
the last three emails from yourself and Mr Livermahat
AQIS has repeatedly emphasised only the legal $segarding
this investigation .I quote the last sentence of Mr Terpstra's
previous email to me."At law the accused is innocent until
proven guilty. AQIS is therefore unable to provideesponse to
your question.”

As you cannot respond to my question, are wegarae that
AQIS has only the capacity to accommodate suchemsattf
legalities, and not directly, to the matters of qurine? Which
leads us to ask, if it is only legal matters th&I8& can
successfully acknowledge and address, Then wouddrt
considered that operating under the title of 'Aal&n
Quarantine and Inspection Services' is a somewls¢awling
and misrepresentative description?

For the benefit of myself and my audience, | watldngly
suggest you reconsider the reply to my last email.

Thank you for your consideration.
Warm Regards

Sam Phillips
Secretary Taro Growers Australia
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----- Original Message -----

From: Stanton, Gretchen

To: Sam

Cc: Vittori, Anne ; Bracco, Irma Ayral, Serra; Wolff,
Christiane; Greenleaves, Jandark.Livermore@affa.gov.au
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2006 7:37 PM

Subject: RE: Taro Growers: Imported Small Corm Taro in O

Dear Mr. Philips,

Please note that at this point in time, this isanatatter within
the competence of the WTO. The WTO Agreement en th
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Meas\ites SPS
Agreement) creates a framework legal basis for govent's to
take measures to protect plant, animal and humaithhehile
minimizing the negative effects such measures naag lon
international trade. If an exporting country bedie that the
phytosanitary measures imposed by the Australiaemgnent
are scientifically unjustified and seriously imp#st
possibilities of exporting to Australia, and thia¢ tAustralian
government is not acting consistently with its legaligations
under the SPS Agreement, it can bring that conetine WTO,
either for discussion by the SPS Committee orforanal
dispute case. It would be only at that point mdiwhere this
measure would be a matter of consideration by tR®©W

We consider that your concerns as a producer inralies
regarding the manner in which the Australian goweent is
controlling imports of taro to be a matter intertmAustralia,
which is why we have refrained from giving you aeplies to
your numerous e-mail messages. We would appreitidtgou
would cease to send e-mails on this matter to tAi©W
Secretariat.

Sincerely,

Gretchen H. Stanton
Senior Counsellor

Agriculture and Commodities Division
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