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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To: joanna.hewitt@daffa.gov.au  
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 7:02 AM 
Subject: Taro Growers: Fresh Rotten Taro Flesh 
 
15 December 2006 
 AQIS, 
  
Found on Sydney Market floor last Friday (8 December 2006) 
as per PQA0501.  
If any fool.. like myself.. can tell ...in a blur... that this is.. the 
rotten small corm variety of taro..     What does that say about 
AQIS ??? 
  
bah.. 
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
www.tarogrowers.vze.com 
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“As elected  co-ordinator by the group of approximately 
20 small corm taro growers, plus approximately 50 
employees who used to be employed for 6 to 9 months of 
the year harvesting and packing the crop plus the $100's 
of thousands we invested in machinery to harvest and 
prepare the crop for market.  We feel we would like some 
answers to some questions. 

Is it not the job of AQIS to protect Australia from the risk 
of pest and disease from other Countries? 
 
Why can't AQIS track down the paperwork for the 
consignment of the imported Taro? through either 
the:importers paperwork, shippings paperwork or your 
own paperwork.  Every imported consignment needs 
paperwork done. 
 
What evidence do we need to make AQIS listen to us? 
 
Why were we as farmers encouraged to grow this crop 
through a Government Project that paid out alot of money 
to a large group of Scientists from Central Queensland 
Uni, DPI staff and, told us it was a good crop with huge 
potential. Only to find out a year or two after growing this 
crop, to find fresh Small Corm Taro Imports from China.   

No one seems to be able in AQIS, Bio Security or the 
Minister McGauran's Office to answer the question of 
how Small Corm Taro was arriving here without a risk 
assessment been done before this material arrived in 
Australia? 
 
 
Mike Robbins spoke to me regarding threats by importing 
agents to sue AQIS for loss of income.  I would like you 
to seriously consider our position as  farmer's who have so 
much invested in machinery which is not suitable for use 
on  other crops. 
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I would still like a satisfactory answer from AQIS what the 
difference between a Traveller at an airport, shown on the 
Border Security program having Small Corm Taro seized, 
yet AQIS was allowing it in by the container load at the 
docks? 
 
The cheap imports from China are being dumped on the 
Australian Market, thus making it unviable for us here to 
sell our crop. 
 
As for this review on Taro that is being undertaken, I still 
encourage AQIS or Bio Security to take our offer and come 
and see Taro grown here as I feel unless you have the 
experience in growing the crop you do not fully understand 
it.” 
 

  
AQIS has fully investigated the allegation that was made.  The 
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions has evaluated 
the evidence available and has determined that there is 
insufficient evidence to support a prosecution.  At law the 
accused is innocent until proven guilty. 
  
AQIS and Biosecurity Australia have reviewed the 
arrangements in place that regulate the importation of Taro into 
Australia.  I understand that Minister McGauran’s office 
provided you with advice (letter dated 7 December 2006), 
outlining that those arrangements have been strengthened. 
  
Thank you for raising your concerns with AQIS. 
  
 ��������	�
��	  

�
	�������������	�  

��

�����	������	����������  

���������	���  


���������� !"  

#�$��������� �%�  


����	�� �!���&�%'�  

	
����(���
���)���	�
��	*�+��)���)�,  

 

 ��
;	������(��������
���������
�
���
����	�	����(�
�������� ��

��	�����������(�����		��������	�����. �
 
�* #���	��(��	������	����	�������	�1�������
���	���(�����������
�����	������������������	����(�
����	�����
���

����	������
�&	
���	�����
��
	����
��	����&	��������
�����(����	���
��������

������
�����������
���
�(���	���31#�4����
����	
��
�	����
��	�����������������?����	
���	���
�������
�����	����	�(���	����������	���
	�	�?����	�����
��������������������	���
����	
���	�����

�
�����	��
�����(����	���
��������	����&	������������
����	�	/���
	����������	�	���	�
��&	
�����	���
���	���
��	�������	����������	������������
����
�(����
���	���
 
 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
To: sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2007 1:58 PM 
Subject: RE: Allegation re Taro 
 
Mr Phillips, 
  
I am writing to advise you of the outcome of inquiries by AQIS 
Compliance and Investigations into a matter you raised by email 
on the 13 September 2006 regarding imported taro.  
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
To:  sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent:  Wednesday, February 28, 2007 8:57 AM 
Subject:  RE: Allegation re Taro 
 
Sam, 
  
As previously outlined, AQIS has fully investigated the 
allegation that was made.  The Commonwealth Director of 
Public Prosecutions has evaluated the evidence available and 
has determined that there is insufficient evidence to support a 
prosecution. If any additional information comes to light to 
indicate a breach of quarantine legislation, we will review the 
matter at that time. 
  
Regards  
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 3:11 PM 
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro 
 
Dear Mark, 
  
Thank you for your email and the brief of the AQIS Investigation 
regarding the Northern Territory taro. 
While we appreciate the notification of the legal status regarding 
the taro in question, our primary concern is that of potential 
biosecurity/quarantine threats to our industry. We did recieve 
notification of changes to Import conditions PQA0501 by Ann 
McDonald of 7 December 2006, however, there has been no 
satisfactory indication, of whether the NT taro in question, has 
been destroyed or remains in situ as a current cultivation. 
  
On the 15th January 2007, Leo Burgoyne spoke to Ann 
Backhouse, Secretary to Minister of  Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, Mr Peter McGauran. She told Leo the NT taro in 
question had been destroyed. As she was new to her post, her 
direct involvement with this investigation, was dependant on what 
AQIS officials had told her. Upon the request of confirmation and 
the relevant issues pertaining to this matter, Ann chose to refer an 
AQIS officer to handle Leo's enquiry.  Greg Wilson of AQIS later 
called Leo and claimed the NT taro in question was in fact, small 
clumps of large corm taro, therefore, not considered necessary, of 
any further action. To his knowledge, the plants still remain in the 
soil as  a cultivation.This appeared a rather odd recollection, 
especially after Mark Traynor's observation and our own concerns 
as to the origins of this planting. 
  
As you can see, there been rather conflicting and confusing 
statements released, regarding the present conditon of this crop. 
  
I am sure you can understand that as an association,  any potential 
biosecurity threats to our industry are of a primary concern. 
  
We would greatly appreciate, any indications from the nature of 
this investigation, the outcomes pertaining to the wellbeing of the 
NT taro plantation in question. 
  
Thank you for your consideration 
  
Warm Regards 
Sam Phillips  
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
� 
 
 

 
From:  Sam  
To: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:15 PM 
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro 
 
Dear Mark,  
Thank you for your response. It appears to be some 
misunderstanding as to the question I have put forward to you. 
I will endeavour to keep it simple and ask:  
  
As a result of the investigation by AQIS, regarding the alleged 
small corm imported taro from China, being cultivated in the 
Northern Territory, was the taro in question 
a) destroyed? 
b) left as a marketable cultivation? 
  
I hope this may perhaps make the task easier by simply 
selecting either a) or b). 
Thank you kindly for your assistance 
  
Warm Regards 
Sam Phillips                     Secretary Taro Growers Australia 
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To: Wayne.Terpstra@aqis.gov.au  
Cc: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2007 9:50 PM 
Subject: Re: Allegation re Taro 
 
  
Dear Mr's Terpstra and Livermore 
  
Thank you for your reply of March 6th 2007. It appears from 
the last three emails from yourself and Mr Livermore, that 
AQIS has repeatedly emphasised only the legal issues regarding 
this investigation .  I quote the last sentence of Mr Terpstra's 
previous email to me ..."At law the accused is innocent until 
proven guilty. AQIS is therefore unable to provide a response to 
your question." 
  
As you cannot respond to my question,  are we to assume that 
AQIS has only the capacity to accommodate such matters of 
legalities, and not directly, to the matters of quarantine?  Which 
leads us to ask, if it is only legal matters that AQIS can 
successfully acknowledge and address, Then wouldn't it be 
considered that operating under the title of 'Australian 
Quarantine and Inspection Services' is a somewhat misleading 
and misrepresentative description?  
  
For the benefit of myself and my audience, I would strongly 
suggest you reconsider the reply to my last email. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Warm Regards  
Sam Phillips  
Secretary Taro Growers Australia 

 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  Wayne.Terpstra@aqis.gov.au  
To: sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Cc: Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 10:12 AM 
Subject: FW: Allegation re Taro 
 
  
Mr Phillips, 
  
As explained in the previous email from Mr Livermore, AQIS 
conducted a full investigation of the allegations that you put 
forward in accordance with required legal and investigative 
protocols. The evidence gathered was forwarded to the 
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions (the CDPP). The 
CDPP determined that there was insufficient evidence available to 
prove an offence against any person or entity. The CDPP also 
advised that there was insufficient evidence to prove to the 
required standard that the taro alleged to be growing on the 
property in the NT was in fact imported.  
  
At law the accused is innocent until proven guilty. AQIS is 
therefore unable to provide a response to your question.   
  
Wayne Terpstra  
National Manager 
Compliance & Investigations 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
Ph: 02 62724226 
Fax: 02 62724256 
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Stanton, Gretchen  
To: Sam  
Cc: Vittori, Anne ; Bracco, Irma ; Ayral, Serra ; Wolff, 
Christiane ; Greenleaves, Jane ; Mark.Livermore@affa.gov.au  
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2006 7:37 PM 
Subject: RE: Taro Growers: Imported Small Corm Taro in Oz 
  
Dear Mr. Philips,  
 
Please note that at this point in time, this is not a matter within 
the competence of the WTO.  The WTO Agreement on the 
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the SPS 
Agreement) creates a framework legal basis for government's to 
take measures to protect plant, animal and human health while 
minimizing the negative effects such measures may have on 
international trade.  If an exporting country believes that the 
phytosanitary measures imposed by the Australian government 
are scientifically unjustified and seriously impact its 
possibilities of exporting to Australia, and that the Australian 
government is not acting consistently with its legal obligations 
under the SPS Agreement, it can bring that concern to the WTO, 
either for discussion by the SPS Committee or in a formal 
dispute case.  It would be only at that point in time where this 
measure would be a matter of consideration by the WTO. 
  
We consider that your concerns as a producer in Australia 
regarding the manner in which the Australian government is 
controlling imports of taro to be a matter internal to Australia, 
which is why we have refrained from giving you any replies to 
your numerous e-mail messages.  We would appreciate it if you 
would cease to send e-mails on this matter to the WTO 
Secretariat. 
  
Sincerely,  
Gretchen H. Stanton  
Senior Counsellor 

Agriculture and Commodities Division    
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