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Field Day at Kingfisher Farms, 
Mossman, 11th August 2007. 
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Dieters Taro 
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Taro a few months old… mulch cover is still intact 
 

Freshly mulched and planted… week or 2 old 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Two corms at different stages of growth 
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Main corm ready for harvesting 
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Milne Christine   
To:  Sam  
Sent:  Tuesday, September 18, 2007 10:28 AM 
Subject:  FW: Taro response 

Dear Sam,  
This letter was tabled at rural and regional committee this 
morning and I asked that it be noted and the matter not 
finalised until I had a chance to hear from you about 
whether your concerns are in any way dealt with. I would 
appreciate a fairly quick response if you can. In particular if 
there is anything that the dept has said that is incorrect and 
what you want done next. 
Cheers Christine  
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Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
To:  Milne, Christine (Senator)  
Sent:  Thursday, September 20, 2007 7:54 AM 
Subject:  Taro Growers: -rest of-AQIS response to Senate  
 
  
Dear Christine, 
  
I've submitted the rest of our response pertaining to AQIS 
and the Standing Senate Committee. 
  
Our primary wish is for the skin, of any import fresh corm 
taro, to be removed, under quarantine before entry into 
Australia, as an acceptable means, to address the risk of 
imported biosecurity incursions. 
  
We think a complete ban of Pacific taro would be 
detrimental to Pacific islands and ex-patriot communities 
within Australia. However, we of the consideration,  
because of Taro Leaf Blight, all taro should be suspended 
from China. 
  
I believe it would be possible to maintain the well being of 
the tarogrowers, of the Pacific, as in economic earnings 
for their livelihoods, and in Australia also in export 
earnings, if measures were taken of appropriate co-
ordination between ourselves and that of the Pacific taro 
industry.  
�
I have taken the liberty of  putting forward proposals into 
various areas which have been met with expressions of 
interest. At this point, I hope to assure anyone concerned, �
�
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that the motives of TGA, are not to destroy efforts of the 
Pacific Island tarogrowers, or of the overwhelming time and 
effort that foreign aid bodies such as ACIAR, SPC, AusAID, 
EU, UN, FAO etc etc.. have put into developing  taro as a 
potential income provider for the Pacific. I believe we can, 
as an industry, work  successfully with the Pacific growers, 
to promote the taro industry to a higher international level, 
thus secure mutual benefits and relations, to both Australia 
and the Pacific. 
  
We would also like to see a peak body industry such as 
Plant Health Australia have a key control on what is allowed 
to enter Australia, and also Plant Health Australia having a 
key influence on the decisions of government over minor 
industries, whose threshold levels of less that $20 million at 
the farm gate, as currently stipulated by the "Emergency 
Plant Pest Response Deed". 
  
Anyways, it would be nice if the federal government were to 
compensate lost income for the decimated NSW small corm 
growers who've invested $hundreds of thousands in 
specialised machinery. It would be even better if AQIS is 
penalised $7,500.00 for every taro corm they let in the 
country, as would happen to any travelling member of the 
public, at an International airport of Australia. 
  
It would also be nice if we could rewrite the Australian 
Constitution, so that politicians and government bodies are 
held accountable for their actions, and the human rights of 
the people were acknowledged... and the Greens Party 
controlled the Senate... 
  
I digress..... 
  
Thank you very much for your consideration Christine. 
  
Cheers 
Sam 
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Sam  
Sent:  Tuesday, October 09, 2007 9:50 PM 
Subject:  Taro Growers: Have we lost Biosecurity 
Australia? 
 
  
Hi Guys, 
  
I thought to send you some recent startling developments 
from Mr McGaurans office…..  
  
�
…..Anyways... we ( Leo) recieved a telephone call from 
Norm Blackburn (Secretary to Mr McGauran) last Friday 
(October 5th). 
  
Mr Blackburn mentioned: 

·  Taro and Banana IRA's were being transferred 
from Biosecurity Australia to Plant Health 
Australia.(PHA-Plant Biosecurity, probably be now 
under Dr Simon McKirdy) 

·  Biosecurity Australia was in process of being 
disbanded 

�
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----- Original Message -----  
From:  Gath, Shaun - CLU  
To:  sphil@iprimus.com.au  
Sent:  Wednesday, October 10, 2007 3:30 PM 
Subject:  Letter for URGENT Attention of Mr Sam Phillips 
[SEC=IN-CONFIDENCE:LEGAL] 
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·  Mr Blackburn acknowledged DAFF had allowed 
illegal taro into Australia 

·  On this basis Mr Blackburn said we (Taro Growers 
Australia) had a legal standing for compensation, of 
which Mr Blackburn offered grants for growers to 
commence growing taro. We turned down the 
'grant' offer and requested compensation for lost 
earnings etc to the growers who were affected. Mr 
Blackburn then offered us 2 options, a) a 
submission by us, directly to DAFF of 
compensation amounts in an 'out of court' type 
settlement or  b) Using legal advice to proceed with 
a court hearing. Either way, he (Mr Blackburn) 
believed we had a solid legal standing in the matter. 

As you could imagine this came as astonishing news, 
almost unbelievable... I thought to pass this on....  
  
I reckon the Equine flu outbreak has been another typical 
costly AQIS blunder, as there's been little media coverage, 
on AQIS incompetence, in allowing the flu into Australia! I 
think AQIS is trying to blame BA and disassembling BA as 
a result, to save their own miserable skins!!  
  
Anyways, other than Norm Blackburns statements there's 
been no other confirmation regarding BA. Senator Christine 
is sending in the journalists & we've also got ABC TV.  
  
I'll be meeting with about 17 NSW (ex) growers tomorrow, 
to get ideas of compensation amounts. 
  
Lots of fun !!! 
  
Cheers 
Sam �
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