2009 Queensland State Titles

A fleet of eleven of the twelve entrants faced the starters during the 2009 TS16
Queensland State Titles over the weekend of October 3 - 4. Unfortunately Norm
Thompson fell ill after arriving at Noosaville for his annual trek to the Lake. We all hope
Norm has fully recovered by the time this news goes to print.

Heat 1:

Race 1 started in a light to moderate NNW wind that oscillated throughout the race. There
was a bunch of boats arriving at the top mark first time around with Jackpot getting the
best of it and sailing clear to win followed by Ally-Oop and Plan B.

Heat 2:

Similar conditions prevailed as in Heat 1 with Jackpot once again dominating the race
followed by Plan B and a nicely selected gust assisted Time to manage to duck into third
place.

Heat 3.

A swing in the breeze at the first mark created some havoc with a number of boats arriving
on port tack in the middle of a lift, which caused the starboard approaching boats to
require a reassessment of their approach to the mark. After it was all sorted out, with some
hasty tacking and evasive manoeuvres and a couple of bumps, Jackpot once again sprang
to the lead and sailed clear with Uncle Roy in pursuit followed by Ally-Oop.

Heat 4:

With the forecast strong south easterly failing to materialize in strength, the race was
sailed in a moderate breeze. Once again the oscillations favoured some with Scaliwag
managing to lead at the first mark slightly ahead of the bunch but was mowed down by
Jackpot before completing the first triangle with Ally-Oop and Time not far behind. Once
again Jackpot held the lead to the finish line and Ally-Oop managed to pip Scaliwag right
on the finish line for second.

Heat 5:

The breeze for race 5 was similar to race 4. Jackpot once again was first around the
windward mark with Ally-Oop and Plan B close astern. As the race progressed the first
four boats had some close tussles with Ally-Oop actually getting the better of Jackpot for a
short while. However the consistent good sailing by the Jackpot crew prevailed and went
on to win from Ally-Oop closely followed by Plan B and Uncle Roy.

Congratulations to the Jackpot team as they proved their superiority once again and
thoroughly deserved to win the title. The handicap series win went to Scuttlebutt.

Thank you to the members and officers of Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club for making their
time available to conduct our State Titles series once again.
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2009 Queensland Hartley TS16 State Titles (Drops = 1)
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